[European pre-standard: structure of classification and coding of surgical procedures].
The European Prestandard "Medical Informatics--Structure for Classification and Coding of Surgical Procedures" was worked out by Working Group II "Terminology, Sematics and Knowledge Bases" of CEN/TC 251 in 1995. It was the purpose of this prestandard to provide the conceptual structure of a surgical procedure description. In this way the standard can support the exchange of surgical procedure information between different national classifications and languages within Europe. The standard comprises the concept types with modifiers, governed by a list of combinational rules and a diagram which summarises the concept system. Examples are given to explain the structure. Other concept fields relating to surgical procedures are discussed. Application of the prestandard both for the maintenance of procedure classifications and as the conceptual model in the GALEN Project are explained.